Sylvian fissure arteriovenous malformations.
We have operated on 16 cases of arteriovenous malformation (AVM) in and around the sylvian fissure. We call these lesions "sylvian fissure AVMs" and classify them into four subdivisions, namely, pure, lateral, medial, and deep AVMs. By others, they have been variously called AVMs of the basal ganglia, insula, anterior choroidal artery, frontal lobe, or temporal lobe. These sylvian fissure AVMs showed similar angiographic findings: the feeders in all cases were branches of the middle cerebral artery; in some cases, additional feeders from the anterior and posterior choroidal and posterior communicating arteries were present also. We describe the characteristic features of these AVMs from the anatomical and surgical points of view. The surgical results were satisfactory in 15 cases (no additional neurological deficits), and 1 patient died.